UGRAPPA'S NEW YEAR DAY               18 9
the mother told him that he ought not to sleep in
the evening on a festival day. Ugrappa needed
some rest but had no chance of taking it. He
therefore left the house and proceeded to the
chavadi. The elders of the village who had not
gone out with the procession of the panther came
to the chavadi and sat with him, and they spent
the time till evening talking. The village cattle
came in and the voice of the cowherd boys was
sweet in the air. The elders of the village said ;
"By god's grace, we were saved the calamity of
the panther taking our cattle on the New Year's
Day. This is all due to the goodness of our
headman." Ugrappa knew that this was said in
affection. Yet he felt happy that the people
loved him so as to make such a statement. He
and a few others went to the tank when the sun
had set, and had a wash and then walked up to
the village temple.
It was somewhat late when the service in the
temple concluded. As all the young fellows of
the village had gone with the panther, some time
was lost in waiting for them. This became
necessary, more particularly because the service
was the headman's. Whoever was left out would
be hurt and say : " Am I so worthless a person
that I need not be present when the headman of